Transient cortical blindness during chemotherapy (PVB) for ovarian germ cell tumor.
A 17 year-old female with stage IIIc endodermal sinus tumor of the ovary developed transient cortical blindness and severe hypertension after 5 cycles of PVB regimen consisting of cisplatin, vinblastine and bleomycin. Clinical and radiological findings were compatible with Posterior LeukoEncephalopathy (PLE). Her visual acuity and blood pressure completely recovered within a few days after supportive treatment with antihypertensive drug. This condition is unpredictable but it can be reversible without long term sequelae. Most reports suggested that this rare toxicity was from cisplatin therapy. However, the exact pathophysiogenesis of this condition was not known precisely. Prompt reduction in blood pressure and withdrawal of immunosuppressive agents might lead to rapid reversal of this syndrome and prevent permanent brain damage.